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Rebecca 
Taylor

The name Rebecca Taylor has 
become synonymous with beautiful, 
whimsical prints and ultra-feminine 
clothes – think florals, ruffles 
and Victorian-inspired 
silhouettes. After moving 
to New York City and 
working a series of 
jobs, including a 
stint at Cynthia 
Rowley, the New 
Zealand-born 
designer 
branched out 
on her own and 
started her own 
label in 1996.

Since then, her 
clothes have graced 
the frames of many 
notables, including the 
Duchess of Cambridge who has 
turned to Rebecca Taylor on 
multiple occasions. She chats with 
Hello! about what inspires her, the 
most memorable celebrity moments 

and her favourite pieces for fall. 

Your label has quite a 
celebrity following. Who are 
some of its celebrity fans? 

Rashida Jones. She’s 
smart and really 
well-read, and I really 
love a strong woman. 

Drew Barrymore [I’m close 
with], Kristen Bell is a big 
fan, and famously Kate 
Middleton. That was one of 
my favourite ones, actually, 
because of the degree of 

separation from Diana and 
I’m a huge Princess Diana 

fan. We also work with 
[Gwyneth Paltrow] a lot.

Speaking of Kate, she wore 
your pieces multiple times. I 
think it was about three times. 
It was the same suit. [The first 
time] was very surreal.  I showed 

up to work and someone had 
printed [a photo] and put it in 
the lobby. I thought they had 
photoshopped her in. I said, 

“Haha you guys,” and they 
were like, “No, really. Vogue 

U.K.’s on the phone and 
they need to talk to 

you now.” It was all 
really exciting. I 
think that’s an 
amazing message 
she’s putting out 
there about 
sustainable 
fashion and not 

retiring something 
because you’ve 

worn it once.

Michelle Obama is also an 
admirer? I love Michelle. I went to 
the White House to meet her, and 
it was again one of those surreal 
moments of your life. I put my 
hand out to shake her hand and 
she was like, “Rebecca Taylor? 
Come in, girl!” She grabbed me 
and cuddled me and said, “You’re 
my favourite designer!” I was just 
floored! That was pretty amazing. 
She is unbelievable. 

What can you see Kate wearing 
from your fall collection? There 
are so many pieces that I think 
Kate would love. We did an 
amazing velvet quilted jacket. I 
love the idea of a little quilted 
evening jacket. It’s something my 
mom wore in the ‘70s. She would 
wear a sequin boob tube and a 
Chinese-inspired quilted jacket 
with it. The jacket in the collection 
was inspired by that.  

What led to the creation of your 
other line, La Vie, and how is it 
different from your namesake 
label? It was created because I’m 
very low-key and casual. I’ve got 
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three kids, I live in Brooklyn  and 
have a very hectic lifestyle. I drop 
my kids off at school, then I’m on 
the train and I’m in the Garment 
District. I’m very busy and running 
around so I just cannot deal with 
wearing heels or dresses. So I wear 
a lot of vintage Italian cargo pants, 
literally real Victorian blouses that 
are from the Victorian times. When 
the CEO came on-board, she was 
like, “I don’t see you wear as much 
Rebecca Taylor,” and I said, “Well, 
a lot of Rebecca Taylor is very 
polished, and that’s not where my 
head is at the moment.” And she 
was like, “Have you thought about 
doing a more casual collection?” I 
said I have and I would love to. 

How do you think fashion has 
changed since you first started? 
There’s a ton of fashion out there but 
the cycle is very quick. Trends don’t 
last long enough and people aren’t 
really living in the moment. They’re 
living for where it’s going and I think 
it’s detrimental to creativity and to 
fashion, to be honest. 

What inspires you? Inspiration is not 
something I ever have any shortage 
of, living in New York, being on the 
train, walking around, going to 
museums. The art in New York is 
amazing. Wherever I can see 
paintings, the colours and textures 
are really inspiring.

La Vie Rebecca 
Taylor Lynx Faux Fur 
Coat, $620, 
rebeccataylor.com
“I’m obsessed with 
leopard coats.”

La Vie Rebecca Taylor 
Pleated Jean, $325, 

rebeccataylor.com
“There is an 

amazing dark-blue, 
high-waisted, 

straight-leg denim in 
the La Vie collection. 

It can come across 
as beautifully dressy 

or you can wear it 
on the weekends 

with trainers and a 
sweatshirt.”

From left to right: 
Amy Adams, 
Kristen Bell, 
Miranda Kerr 
and the Duchess 
of Cambridge 
are just a few of 
Rebecca Taylor’s 
famous fans.
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Rebecca Taylor 
Sleeveless Clip and 
Velvet Dress, $1,035, 
rebeccataylor.com
“A beautiful velvet 
dress. You can 
wear it during the 
day with a really 
skinny turtleneck 
underneath, knee-
high boots and a 
chunky cardigan. It 
would work equally 
well with high 
heels, bare legs 
and jewelry.”
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