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This page: 
Suit, Costume National, 

costumenational.com.
Cropped knit top,  

Vintage Prada, prada.com.
Bracelet, Laruicci, 

laruicci.com.

Opposite page:
Dress, Stella McCartney, 

stellamccartney.com.
Hat, Costume National, 

costumenational.com.
Ring, Annelise Michelson, 

annelisemichelson.com.



This page: 
Top and skirt,  

Ohne Titel, ohnetitel.com.
Ear cuff, Annelise Michelson, 

annelisemichelson.com.
Cuff, Alexis Bittar,  

alexisbittar.com.
Shoes, Acne,  

acnestudios.com.

Opposite page:
Coat, Michael Kors,  

michaelkors.com.
Top, Nanette Lepore, 

nanettelepore.com.
Corset, BCBG  

Max Azria, bcbg.com.
Skirt and shoes, Acne, 

acnestudios.com.
Cuff, Pamela Love, 

pamelalovenyc.com. 
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AS FAR AS FIRST ImpReSSIonS go, 31-year-old erin 
Wasson is intimidating as hell. The lithe five-foot-10 powerhouse 
exudes an otherworldly merwoman vibe with her piercing  
blue-green eyes, ocean-sprayed hair and Crawford-esque mole 
resting indiscreetly above her lip. Top it off with a too-cool-for-school 
mien and her well-documented badass style, and it’s hard not  
to feel like the Thelma to her Louise.  

Except she’s not intimidating, really. Speaking over the phone 
from her home in Venice Beach, Calif., she’s endearing, intelligent 
and more than the sum of the parts she’s played over the years,  
both on- and off-camera.  

The multi-hyphenated Wasson is a Jill of all trades: a model; a 
stylist, who most notably worked on two shows for friend Alexander 
Wang; designer of her own jewellery line, Low Luv; and, as of last 
year, an actress, making her debut in the genre-bending movie 
Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter. These days, Wasson feels more 
assured and focused than ever. “I’ve really walked up another step 
on the ladder, and really taken a lot more power in my brands and  
in my businesses,” she says. “Every day, I just feel more and more  
like an empowered woman.” 

Wasson credits her success to authenticity. Take, for example, her 
model-off-duty look, which she perfected long before it became a  
mot du jour in the fashion lexicon, a style she lightheartedly refers 
to as a cross between Rod Stewart “before he went disco” and 
no-nonsense Johnny Cash. “Anything that is authentic is going to 
resonate much more,” she says, speaking not only about herself. 
“The more people have a voice, the more they have interesting 
things to say and have a perspective in life.”

That conviction extends to her beauty philosophy. She keeps 
it real by embracing an imperfect, rough-around-the-edges look, 
because it means being herself. “When I’m on photo shoots and have 
perfect waves, my eyebrows are perfectly drawn on and I have this 
perfectly acceptable outfit, I feel uncomfortable,” she says. “After a 
day of shooting, I run home and jump in the shower because I want 
my crazy, cockamamie hair texture back.” (For the record, Wasson’s 
beach-babe hair has the kind of texture brands would fall over 
themselves to bottle—a secret she credits to her love of surfing and 
swimming in the ocean.) 

That realness also makes her a fitting spokesmodel for 
Maybelline New York, the colossal brand she joined 12 years ago at 
age 19 and has been with ever since. She prefers beauty products  
that make sense for her lifestyle, which is active, to say the least.  
(Take, for example, the half-pipe in the backyard of her Venice home.) 

The most distinguishing thing about Wasson, though, isn’t 
her Cali-girl cool or her Texan roots, but her other great passion: 
cooking, which she says offers the most insight into who she is. 
During our conversation, she divulges details about her frequent 
jaunts to the farmer’s market; the meal she made the night before, 
consisting of coconut curry with mussels (she eats fish but not meat); 
and the importance of communal meals, where she feels most  
herself and when everyone is beaming, full-bellied and vulnerable. 
When asked what people would learn about her if she broke bread 
with them, she proffers, “I’m weirdly domesticated inside and  
pretty funny. I love to crack jokes.”

The culinary world is a passion she might just pursue someday. 
“I’ve always wanted to have a café or restaurant,” she says.  
“I also see myself getting into housewares. Anyone I know who  
is a true creative, it doesn’t stop at one place in their life.” 

In the meantime, Wasson prefers letting things happen 
organically, much like her career trajectory to this point.  

Beauty Fix

“i like creamy [eyeshadows] and anything 
that i can put on with my hands. i don’t  
put on eyeshadow with an eyeshadow brush.  
i’m like a three-year-old in playschool  
with fingerpaint.” 
Maybelline New York Color Tattoo in Bad to the Bronze, $10

A Maybelline New York spokesmodel, Wasson dishes on her beauty  
must-haves and how she likes keeping things simple and streamlined. 

“i don’t really wear  
much lipstick, but i’ve 
been starting to play  
with berries. i loved the 
colour they used on me 
for this shoot. it was a 
really bright colour, but  
i was really into it.”
Maybelline New York Color Sensational 
Vivids Lipcolor in Vivid Rose, $11

“i love the idea of taking the extra steps  
out of your life. With BB creams, you’ve got 
your moisturizer, your sPF and a tinted 
foundation that covers up.”  
Maybelline New York Dream Fresh BB Cream, $12

Top, Costume National, 
costumenational.com.

Neon bracelets, Alexis Bittar, 
alexisbittar.com.

Bone bracelet, Chris Habana, 
chrishabana.com.

Makeup:  
Grace Lee for  

Maybelline New York-Canada/ 
Plutino Group

Hair: Charles Baker Strahan  
for Jed Root

FasHion assistant:  
Elaine Regio
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